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CERTIFIED MAIL 
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED 

Hr. James A. Reafsnyder 
United Sta tes  Department o f  Energy 
Environmental Protection Div is ion 
P.0. Box E 
Oak Ridge, Tennessee 37830 

Re: D and D Fac i l i t y  
United States Department o f  Energy 
Feed M a t e r i a l  Production Center 
Fernald , Ohio 
OH6 890 008 976 

Dear Mr. Reafsnyder: 

I n  a March 3, 1988, telephone conversation with Catherine McCord, Margaret 
Wilson provided information regarding conditions discovered during recent 
u t i l  i t y  excavation for a new Decontamination and Decomnissioning (D&D) f a c i l i t y  
i n  t h e  f a r  northeast corner of the production area of - the United States 
Department of  Energy (U.S. DOE) Feed Hater ia l  Production Center (FMPC), The 
fol lowing events were communicated by Hs. Wilson: 

- 

1) Westinghouse Materials Company o f  Ohio's (UMCO) construction 
contractor, RUST, subcontracted fo r  u t i l  i t y  excavation f o r  a 
new D&D fac i l i t y .  On March 24, 1988, excavation was discontinued 
a f t e r  t h e  discovery o f  bur ied low-level radioactive material. 
U.S. DOE was informed o f  t h i s  discovery on March 26, 1988; 

2 )  Prel iminary investigation ind icates that scrap meta l  and 
uranium are buried i n  t h i s  area. The material may be residuals 
from scrap bai l ing operations. It appears that waste o i l s  were 
also disposed i n  t h i s  area; 

3) Three foot test p i t s  were dug I n  nine locations. Field Instrument 
for Detecting low Emitting Radiation (FIDLER) readings ranged 
from detection up t o  rad ia t ion  leve ls  found i n  feed materials. 
Hs. Yilson was not aware o f  t he  actual readings; 

I 
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4) An Environmental Assessment for  t h i s  project has been developed 
but i s  only i n  draf t  form and has not been submitted t o  the 
United S ta tes  Environmental Protection Agency (U.S. EPA)* w? 22 
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5) A 125 by 
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250 foot  area has been blocked o f f ;  and 

6) U.S. OOE 
and were 
the area 

contractors, AS1 and IT, are assesslng the s l t u a t l o n  
t o  put together a Scope o f  Work f o r  an Invest lgat lon o f  
by March 4, 1988. A d r l l l l n g  r l g  I s  ava l l ab le  f o r  

sampl f ~ g .  14 w010 - take approxdmately SIX weeks before sample 
r e s u l t s  are ava l l  ab1 e. Radlol oglcal and chemlcal analysl  s 
w i l l  be performed on t h e  samples. 

The fo l  lowlng are act lon Items developed durlng the telephone conversatlon: 

U.S. DOE I s  t o  rev lse t h e  Remedlal Invest lgat lon (RI)  Task 1 
Report: Descrlpt lon o f  Current Sltuatlon t o  l n c l  ude d e t a l l s  
o f  the DhD f a c l l l t y .  Other work areas not included I n  the 
d ra f t  repor t  should a lso be considered f o r  Inclusion. Do not 
submlt a revlsed d r a f t  repo r t  u n t i l  U.S. EPA provides comnents 
on the  l a t e s t  d r a f t ;  

U.S. DOE i s  t o  submit t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  the rad io log ica l  walkover 
survey f o r  the DLD area; 

U.S. DOE I s  t o  submit FIDLER readings and other f i e l d  measurements 
taken tn DLD area; 

Revlew h i s t o r i c  a l r  photographs o f  the area; 

The Work Plan f o r  t he  Remedial Investigatlon and F e a s i b i l i t y  Study 
(RI/FS) needs t o  be revlsed; 

U.S. DOE I s  t o  submit a copy of the Scope o f  Work f o r  t he  DLD 

U.S. DOE i s  going t o  consider developing a press release regarding 
the  discovery; 

f a c l l  ity; -. 

U.S. DOE plans t o  use a FIDLER, photo-ionization detector (HNu) 
and organic vapor analyzer (OVA) f o r  f i e l d  screening; and 

U.S. DOE i s  golng t o  review groundwater monitoring wel l  
infonnation f o r  wel ls  located near the DLD area. Water leve ls  
should be checked t o  conf i rm f low direct ion. 

The fo l lowing addit ional i tems should also be addressed: 

1) The Environmental Assessment Report f o r  the new DLD f a c i l i t y  
should be submitted t o  U.S. EPA; 

2) 'Ground penetrating radar (GPR) and other remote sensi ng techniques 
should be used t o  b e t t e r  define the 'disposal' area. An extensive 
GPR survey should be considered fo r  the f a c i l i t y ;  with the 
exception of known waste disposal areas where t h i s  a c t i v i t y  has 
a1 ready been completed ; and 

2 



- 3 -  

3) Submlt analyt ical  results for random sol1 samples I n  the D8D 2638 
f a c l l  I ty  area. 

Please contact Catherlne HcCord a t  (312) 886-4436, If you have any questions 
regardlng t h i  s matter . 
SlncereOy yours, 

W i l l i a m  E m  Huno, Chief 
RCRA Enforcement Branch 

Enclosure 

cc: Graham Mitchel l ,  OEPA-SWDO 
Michael Savage, OEPA-CO 
Hargaret Wilson, U m S m  DOE 


